
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June 2020 
From the Vicarage  

 

Dear Friends,    

Since the beginning of ‘lockdown’ in March, church has taken on a very 

different style to that which we have been accustomed to for centuries – yes 

– centuries!   
 

Digital services of all sorts abound, and in our two parishes we have 

gathered to worship via a Zoom link, kindly organised by Richard 

Parkinson. Indeed, I have dubbed him ‘the bishop’!!  Since Easter Sunday 

our worship in these two communities has become a weekly Sunday 

morning event when we have been able to gather ‘virtually’ for prayer, 

song and fellowship each week. We have enjoyed a variety of styles of 

service, all faithful to Anglican liturgy, ranging from the 1662 Book of 

Common Prayer to Common Worship published in 2000. This has enabled 

us to range from the formal to the very informal. Indeed, our VE Day 

commemoration service was very much like a party! Members of both 

villages have taken part, and we have even developed a virtual choir which 

produces a hymn most weeks! 
 

But why should I be reflecting on our Sunday worship?  It’s not something 

I am accustomed to do in our newsletter! The reason is this. The fellowship 

we have enjoyed and the camaraderie we have experienced simply 

highlights to me that Sunday church is really about getting together as a 

community, united in our desire to be with other like-minded folks, to be 

able to reflect on Christian life and life’s meaning, to be comforted and 

cheered by the kindness expressed towards one another, to enjoy music and 
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song and to share just a little bit of our lives with one another in these 

difficult and puzzling times. 
 

So, if you have been hesitant about stepping over the threshold of our 

church building in the past, why not try church in a different way? You 

don’t have to participate, other than ‘arrive’ by 10.00am. You can even 

arrive in your pyjamas – nobody will know!  It is as simple as asking for 

the Zoom link any Sunday you feel like giving it a go. And if it’s not for 

you, it’s equally simple to leave the service – and nobody will notice! Drop 

me an email or give me a ring and we will add you to the invite list. 
 

With love and blessings, Celia 
 

Priest in charge; Parishes of Burpham St Mary and Poling St Nicholas 

My contact details are:  Reverend Celia Woodruff:                         

celia.woodruff1@gmail.com                    Tel. 07807 899119  
 

The Coronavirus Information & Village Website  

burphamandwepham.org.uk/coronavirus/  

 

From Trevor.  I have put a new section on the village website, which links 

to various facts and figures about Covid-19. It’s all from reliable sources; 

for example:  

 I’ve linked to a site which estimates how many people in the area are 

showing symptoms of the disease at any one time (as I write, one 

reputable source estimates about one in 250 people in the Arun area). 

 Another site looks at the risk for each age group. It compares that risk 

with general life expectancy for that age group. (I found that really 

interesting.) 

 I’ve also linked to the SAGE report on school re-opening, which I’m 

afraid some of the media reported in a highly-politicised way.  
 

These are just some of the examples.  Most of the time we just get on with 

things, but if you find yourself thinking you’d like some reliable 

information, do have a look – you may find it quicker than googling.   

With best wishes, Trevor. 
 

Calling fellow runners... While still working from 

home, I welcome any runners to join me at a sociably-

responsible distance to enjoy our stunning countryside. 
 

 Tuesday 7.00pm - x-country 5 miles (7min/mile average pace) 
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 Thursday 7.00pm - HIIT (High Intensity Interval Training) (individual 

effort, all speeds welcome) 

 Saturday 9.30am - x-country 8-12 miles (9min/mile pace) 
 

Expressions of interest the day before, please. Then I will disseminate a 

suitable rendezvous.  

Hugh 07858 492346 or hughfrere-cook@hotmail.com 
 

May Plant Stall - Update! By the time you read this Newsletter, we 

will have completed our second and final sale.  The exact amount that we 

expect to raise will be in the order of £1,000 for the Village and Church.  I 

will confirm the total in next month’s Newsletter, but meanwhile I would 

like to thank all concerned for their spectacular support and generosity.  

Gill, 883667 
 

Granary, “Municipal” Garden Opening.  On Saturday & Sunday 

6
th

 & 7
th

 June we will be leaving the gates open between 12.00 & 6.00pm 

for viewing of what we hope will be one of the best weekends of the 

year.  Regrettably neither Rosemary or I can attend due to my ‘high risk 

status’, the house garden will also be closed.  The aim is for as many to 

enjoy the experience but we wish that for your own good a 4 metre Social 

Distancing be adopted, (from an engineering perspective how can 2m be 

safe)!   
 

Alas we have had to Furlough’, Trisha and her scones, but the 80% claw 

back has come in handy!  Hope you can make it, Bill & Rosemary 
 

Village History.  Jackie Penticost has created a page on 

http://burphamvillage.co.uk/burpham-people  which takes stills from the 

1937 and 1939 films of Burpham, showing many of the people in the film 

who lived and worked in the village.  Could our longer lived residents 

please take a look and see if they can identify folk and places, correct or 

add more detail to Jackie’s captions, and email her on 

jackiepenticost@gmail.com  with any changes.   Thank you, Jackie 
 

A Flag for the Village?  Ticky Tuppen has very kindly offered to 

sponsor a flag to celebrate the spirit of Burpham & Wepham community.  

Please see the enclosed flyer for all the details.  Please support Ticky by 

getting your creative juices in top gear and contributing your designs and 

ideas for your flag! 
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Celebrating Freedom.  As Churchill said, we might not be at the 

‘beginning of the end’ of Covid19, but 

we might be at the ‘End of the 

Beginning.  
 

Thoughts are turning towards how we 

might celebrate as a village and your 

ideas will be welcome to guide the 

Village Committee and Church PCC.   
 

Thoughts so far floated have been: 
 

 I am sure that we have all been clearing out cupboards etc, and do not 

want to save it for next year's possible Fete.  So how about a Jumble 

Sale on the Village Green? Whether for just villagers ?( plus Poling and 

Warningcamp), but if things get better we could advertise - this would 

make some more money either for a charity or ourselves. 

 Depending on time of year, a big party or celebration in the village hall, 

on the recreation ground or maybe somewhere else like Norfolk Clump. 
 

If you have any ideas to refine the above or perhaps for something 

completely different, please let me know.  Just a thought - Kind Regards, 

Heather 882839. 

 

Graham Bennett 14th May 1928 – 4th May 2020 
 

Graham died peacefully in hospital on the evening of 4
th

 May.  In the late 

1970s he and Tintie moved from London to Burpham, launched themselves 

into the village community here and he even took over as temporary 

postmaster when the owner of the village shop went on holiday.  When the 

shop closed, a box outside their front door acted as the newspaper drop for 

the village.  In 2008 they moved into a retirement flat in Arundel, which 

gave them easy access to the town. 
 

He will be greatly missed by Tintie, his children, Jane and Mark, his 7 

grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren, as well as all his friends in the 

village. 

 
 

Please send your articles for the July Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of June.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome.   

With very many thanks, Bob
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