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September 1947 to June 2020 

 

Bill Tustin – A True Gentleman 



From Rosemary, Brian, Manoli, Anna & Jessie  …. We would like to 

thank you for all the kind words of condolence, cards & flowers. 
 

We were overwhelmed by how many of the villagers said their final 

farewells to our beloved Bill (William) on Friday. An extremely sad day, 

made more bearable by your wonderful support.  
 

Bill made it clear that he would like a memorial service, a service that you 

would all be welcome to attend. So when gatherings are once again allowed, 

this will be arranged. Therefore we hope when the time comes you will be 

able to join us to remember a man we loved. 

 
From the Village Committee ….. It was with deep sorrow that we learned 

of Bill’s death on 10
th

 June and we send our heartfelt condolences and 

sympathy to Rosie, Brian, Manoli and all the family at this sad time. 
 

Bill was a leading figure in village life throughout the time he lived here.  

He served as Chairman of BVC for 12 years from 1995 (the longest-serving 

of our 8 Chairmen so far).  The committee meetings at Granary Barn were 

good humoured and convivial, and got through the business of the day very 

effectively, guided by Bill’s wisdom, experience and practicality.   
 

Over the years Bill’s generosity knew no bounds, often quietly giving much 

needed financial support for village events.  On occasions he donated 

‘hardware’ such as the metal framework needed for the new village hall, and 

he was never afraid to roll up his sleeves when manual labour was needed 

somewhere.    During the decade or so of Village Gardens Open events, he 

and Rosie enthusiastically opened their garden at Granary Barn and served 

delicious teas, thereby helping to raise thousands of pounds for church and 

village funds.  Who can forget the splendid Jubilee Balls they organised or 

Bill’s genial presence and personality at our many fetes?  Generations of 

children and their families will make good use of the picnic tables and 

benches he so kindly donated to the new playground. 
 

We have lost a warm-hearted and generous friend who cared deeply for this 

village and its residents over many many years.  He will be greatly missed. 

 
From Neighbours ……  From our arrival until our departure after some 25 

years, Bill was our wonderful neighbour and indeed good friend in Wepham.  

Together with his lovely and dedicated wife, Rosemary, he changed us from 

being long-time townees into dedicated countryfolk.  Would that everyone 



could live next door to such a delightful, generous and jolly fellow!  He was, 

of course, a most ingenious and industrious engineer, his ideas resulting in 

multiple metal structures around the world having been cleverly nurtured on 

his desk upstairs in the Granary, then to become his long-lasting legacies. 
 

His huge smile, his huge laugh, and his huge heart will be with us evermore 

 
From Friends  …. Today I stood with my friends in Wepham to pay our 

respects to Bill, as he drove round the village he loved one last time.  We 

bowed our heads in sorrow and it felt like the end of an era. 
 

I was proud to be able to call him my friend for almost 30 years.  We each 

have our memories of him, and they will not fade, but if we need any further 

reminders of what he has left us we have only to look around – at the houses 

he built in Burpham, the frame of the village hall, the picnic tables and 

benches at the playground and the beautiful gardens in Wepham that he and 

Rosie created together.   It gave him so much pleasure to be able to share 

them with his family, friends and the wider public who helped him raise 

thousands of pounds for the Chestnut Tree Hospice. 
 

But greater to me than all that was his pride in our community:  he well 

understood, both in his 12 years as Chairman of various village committees, 

and in the years before and afterwards, that a beautiful village like ours does 

not look after itself.  It needs care and commitment from all who live here to 

maintain and improve all the things we enjoy so much but sometimes take 

for granted.   He was a great example of how you could have fun and form 

lasting friendships while doing your bit for the village and if we truly want 

to honour his memory we can do no better than follow in those footsteps.  

He deserves no less. 

 
From the Church ….. Bill and Rosie were our neighbours for 25 years.  

They quickly became involved in village matters, including  the Church.  Bill 

was a founder member of the Friends of Burpham Church, and latterly 

chairman.  He and Rosie always supported and attended the major festivals 

and fund raising concerts invariably bringing a party of their friends.  They 

also frequently opened their lovely gardens to raise funds for their special 

charities.  We all admired his business acumen and his capacity for problem 

solving to achieve his clients designs.  Bill was a very special man and 

showed great fortitude during his illness.  His warmth and friendship 

enhanced all our lives. 



 

From The George …. The George owes a huge debt to Bill on so many 

levels. Bill was a founding shareholder of The George when it was brought 

back to life in 2013, and has remained a director and guiding light ever 

since.  Bill’s wise counsel and unstinting support of his fellow directors has 

ensured the pub’s continued success as a focal point in the village 

community, at the same time as maintaining a food and drink offer and 

ambience that appeals to a wide audience.  Quick to praise and constructive 

in his criticism, Bill’s primary concern was always the welfare of the staff 

and his enduring kindness and generosity will be much missed. To say that 

The George won’t be the same without Bill would be an understatement.  

Bill was a towering presence: a brilliant raconteur, sharp wit, ever present, 

wonderful host, tireless supporter and all round enthusiast.  Bill – The 

George salutes you. 

 
From Friends of Burpham Church …. It was with great sadness that the 

Trustees of the FBC heard of Bill Tustin’s passing. 
 

Bill was one of us. He was a appointed as a Trustee when the FBC was 

launched and latterly took up the position as FBC Chairman. However Bill’s 

involvement went a lot further than many people may have realised. Indeed 

the current success of the FBC is in no small part due to the generosity of 

Bill who when the organisation launched made a significant interest free 

loan to kick start the investment portfolio that supports the FBC’s financial 

contributions.  
 

Bill’s good grace, humour and on-going support of the FBC, even after he 

stepped down as a Trustee, was much appreciated by all of us. All of the 

FBC Trustees will miss him and pass their condolences on to Rosie and her 

family at this sad time.  

Thank you Bill! 

 
From Professional Colleagues …. After a long, well fought battle with 

cancer and a heart condition, Bill passed away on Wednesday 10
th

 June.  Bill 

founded Littlehampton Welding in February 1983 and was an extremely 

well-respected person within the Construction Industry and a great leader 

and friend to all who worked for him.  I think we speak for us all when we 

say that his knowledge, humour and stories will be terribly missed by us all 

and our love and thoughts are with his family at this time. 
 


