
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

July 2020 
From the Vicarage  

 

Dear Friends,    

 

It’s July when I am usually thinking ahead to plan various church festivals 

and events in the annual calendar. Amongst them is the Patronal Festival 

which we have held in August for the past two summers, with a musical 

treat in church on Friday evening, community fun and games on the cricket 

ground on Saturday and a parish barbecue in the evening followed by a 

finale on Sunday morning in church with a bring and share lunch to follow. 

But this summer will be different, although I am hoping that we might, by 

the middle of August, be able to enjoy something together over that 

weekend in our community. 
 

This year, when I think of community my thoughts also turn to a much 

loved village character who died suddenly at the beginning of June and to 

whom we said farewell on Friday as he made his last journey around the 

village.  I am of course thinking of dear Bill Tustin. Barbara Williams has 

written a tribute on behalf of us all at St Mary’s and all the tributes tell of 

the legacy of love and community spirit which Bill has created in this 

village and far beyond it.  All I can say is that Bill - Big-hearted, Generous 

Bill was the epitome of love. We all extend our love and prayers to Rosie 

and the family for their sudden loss.  
 

And their loss is also our loss. Bill’s example to this community was 

simply that he did what he believed was needed, when it was needed with 

as little fanfare as possible and then went away and did even more. There is 
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a lovely passage in the bible from 1 Corinthians 13: 4 which, to me, 

epitomises Bill.  It says this:  
 

Love is patient, love is kind, 

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
 

We can honour his memory by living by his example of just giving and 

doing what is needed, where it is needed and going away quietly to do 

more without any expectation of reward.  
 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

With love and blessings, Celia 
 

Priest in charge; Parishes of Burpham St Mary and Poling St Nicholas 

My contact details are:  Reverend Celia Woodruff:                         

celia.woodruff1@gmail.com                    Tel. 07807 899119  
 

Burpham Support Group.  Trevor set up this group at the beginning of 

the Coronavirus emergency and has been coordinating its activities, helped 

by many willing volunteers who are happy to ‘do the business’ for the 

vulnerable and needy.  There have been no recent calls on the volunteers of 

the Burpham Support Group but plenty of people are standing by ready to 

lend a hand if you, or anyone you know in the village, needs help.  Just call 

Trevor on 07718 155541; Landline: 885349 or me (Bob) a call on 

883667, or email me at baynes755@btinternet.com 
 

Burpham Village Hall.    The Government guidelines for the re-opening 

of village halls were published on 30
th

 June, and on 1
st
 July the Village 

Committee received details from its insurance company of what steps 

would be required in order to re-open. During July the Village Committee 

will consider how and when the Village Hall might re-open, taking account 

of the continuing guidance restricting the size of gatherings, both indoors 

and out. Any queries contact Julie Tester on 01903 883053. 
 

The Treasurer says 'thank you’  As Treasurer of Burpham Village 

Committee, which looks after the Village Hall - and on behalf of everyone 

who uses the hall - here's a big thank you to Bob and Gill for their donation 

of £350, one half of the sum raised from the first of their socially-distanced 

plant sales. They not only raised the plants but on top of that had to 

organise a safe outdoor shopping experience, which they did with 

imagination and their normal quiet efficiency. There was no fete this year, 

which was a big hit on our finances, so this gift is particularly welcome, 

mailto:celia.woodruff1@gmail.com
mailto:baynes755@btinternet.com


and will be put towards some upgrading and maintenance work to the hall 

now being planned. In fact, there's a double benefit from Bob and Gill's 

huge effort - all over the village people are enjoying their plants, and all of 

us benefit from their help in keeping the hall in good shape. Thank you. 

Trevor Cooper 
 

Our Village Flag.  Ticky Tuppen’s offer to sponsor a flag to celebrate 

the spirit of Burpham & Wepham’s community was a remarkable success.  

Thirteen designs were submitted and we were all invited to vote for the 

design which most suited the character of the village.   
 

 
 

As we saw, the designs were wonderful, varied and colourful and, 

fortunately, the numbers produced a clear result. 
 

First was number 11, which was submitted by Stef, which had 14 votes.  A 

very close second was number 13, a design from the Pearman Family 

(Elaine and Terry) with 13 votes.  Third was number 5 with 9 votes, also 

submitted by Stef. 
 

I am getting some samples from flag companies and hope to get ours 

ordered before long.  
 

Congratulations to all those who submitted designs which were of the 

highest standard and particularly to Steff whose design was chosen in a 

cliff-hanging finish!  Kind Regards, Ticky 
 

May Plant Stall.  Another big thank you to all who supported this 

event to raise money for the Village and Church.    The final amount that 

we raised was just over £1,000, an enormous sum considering it was 

mainly the village supporting it.  I would like to thank all concerned for 

their spectacular support and generosity.  Gill, 883667 
 



Special Reflexology Offer to Villagers. As some of 

you may know, Isabel Tuppen practises reflexology from a 

beautiful room in her house in Wepham.  
 

Reflexology is a powerful and deeply relaxing complementary 

therapy aimed at restoring health, energy and balance to the body and 

mind. Gentle pressure is applied through massage to reflex points on the 

soles of the feet or hands to promote healing in a connected area of the 

body. It is non-invasive and suitable for everyone – all you need to remove 

is your socks!  
 

Isabel is conscious of the torrid time we have been through as a village and 

wanted, as we release from lockdown, to do something to help. If anyone is 

in need of a boost, she is offering a treatment at half price to all villagers. If 

you want to find out more, Isabel can be contacted on 07957 333 

603 and her website is www.thelittleclinic.space 
 

********** 

A Tribute to Bill Tustin.  As I am sure 

everyone knows, Bill Tustin died peacefully in 

hospital on the 10
th

 June.  
 

Bill was a big man, a big character, with a big  sense 

of humour, hugely modest and unassuming and who 

quietly did things and got things done in the village 

like no other.  He, with Rosie’s support, has done so 

much for the Village that this small newsletter 

cannot possibly do him justice.   

 

A number of tributes have been sent to the editor, as well as the vast 

majority which have gone directly to Rosie and the family.  To mark the 

passing of such an extraordinarily philanthropic man, a separate section to 

the newsletter is enclosed.  It contains a selection of tributes from people 

and organisations within the village where Bill channelled many of his 

efforts for the benefit of us all.  
 

********** 
Please send your articles for the August Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of July.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome.   

With very many thanks, Bob
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