
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MAY 2020 
 

The Coronavirus Outbreak  
 

Support Network. About thirty people volunteered for the village support 

network, set up by the Burpham Village Committee and St Mary the Virgin 

Parochial Church Council. They have been doing various tasks for people 

as needed, including regular shopping for some people. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to ask if you need help of any kind whatsover. 
 

Loneliness.  NASA treat loneliness very seriously when training their 

astronauts. In one interview, based on their training, two astronauts 

suggested that one should be realistic about how long the situation will last, 

find tasks to do, get some exercise, and make sure to stay in regular contact 

with others. Not exactly rocket science . . . 
 

Checking in.  Would you like to have a daily phone call with someone in 

the village, to check you are both OK? You could set that up yourself, or 

we can put suggest some names to you, if that would be helpful.  
 

Medicines.  Stephanie Michel has volunteered to do a weekly medicine 

run. You can contact here on steffmichel1965@gmail.com or call her on 

07880 738705.  
 

Ferring Nurseries and Gardening.  Simon Lay organises a regular 

delivery to the village from Ferring nurseries. Contact Simon Lay at 

Simon@emgroupuk.com or 366439 
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A villager has recommended someone offering gardening services, fencing 

repairs etc, who takes care to self isolate (gloves, masks, own tools & 

refreshments). Contact us if you would like to be put in touch. 
 

What’s happening next? – and how will you hear about it?  If you use 

email, please sign up to the village email at: 

www.burphamandwepham.org.uk/coronavirus. 
 

If you don’t have email we would very much like to let you know of 

anything important that happens over the next month (not trivia – just 

important things). If you’d like this, could you give your phone number to 

someone on the team (details below) if you haven’t already done so. 
 

Anything else? Please don’t hesitate to contact me (Bob) or one of the 

other members of the team.  
 

Bob Baynes: 01903 883667 email: baynes755@btinternet.com 

Celia Woodruff: 07807 899119 email: celia.woodruff1@gmail.com 

Paul Challen: 07831 515985 (no signal at home); work landline 01903 

885016  email: p_challen@gmail.com 

Trevor and Monica Cooper: 01903 885349 emails: tc@trevorcooper.net; 

moncooper@yahoo.com 
 

From the Vicarage  
 

Dear Friends,   The global tragedy of the Covid pandemic has created 

unprecedented circumstances of all kinds, including the locking of our 

church for the foreseeable future as a gesture of solidarity with the whole 

nation by staying at home, protecting the NHS, and saving lives. It was 

with great sadness that I decided to follow the advice we were given. It 

must be the first time for centuries that our church has not been used for 

Sunday worship. 
 

But it is important to remember that Christian prayer and worship does not 

just happen on a Sunday morning in our church buildings. Prayer is 

continuous, takes many forms and styles and is a living sign of our faithful 

allegiance to the God of love. On a daily basis I personally say what is 

called the Daily Office – a form of morning and evening prayer which 

includes readings from scriptures as well as prayers appropriate to the time 

of day. So, every morning, before I do anything else, I spend about 15 

minutes in prayer, beginning with a very beautiful set of words which go 

like this: 
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The night has passed and the day lies open before us: let us pray with one 

heart and mind. As we rejoice in the gift of this new day so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Each day, morning and night, you are all mentioned in my heart as I pray 

that this community stays well and united. During the day, I say little arrow 

prayers, simple thoughts related to a specific person or activity, and in quiet 

contemplation in the garden or walking in our beautiful surroundings, I find 

my self-offering prayers of thankfulness and praise. Prayer is 

complimented with action, and in your acts of kindness and care day by 

day, in your patience and willingness to do your bit as we work to beat the 

scourge of this pandemic, it seems to me that prayers are answered and 

love abounds. 
 

In the difficult weeks and months which will stretch before us, be assured 

that I will continue to pray for us all. And although our church is closed, we 

have not stopped worshipping together on a Sunday. Like many, we are 

now a ‘live’ broadcast on Zoom, when we enjoy a ‘sofa service’ at 

10.00am every Sunday morning. An invitation is awaiting anyone who 

wishes to join in – and you don’t even have to change out of your pyjamas 

to join us! Do let me know of you want to ‘come along’. It’s proving to be 

a whole new way of worshipping and an opportunity to see and speak to 

friends each week. 

With love and blessings, Celia.                           

Priest in charge; Parishes of Burpham St Mary and Poling St Nicholas 

My contact details are: Reverend Celia Woodruff:                         

celia.woodruff1@gmail.com                    Tel. 07807 899119 
 

‘Not the FETE’ Plant Stall 30/31st May - Update! Our flower, 

vegetable and herb plants are 

coming on at a great pace.  We also 

have a large selection of hardy 

perennials to fill your borders or 

tubs. One way or another we will 

have a plant stall open to you all on 

the 30/31 May.  Government 

Covid19 rules and protocols in place 

at the time will be followed.  
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The plant stall raises in the order of £800 for 

the village & church each year, and we will 

be striving to beat that this year if we can, 

even with a reduced number of buyers than 

normal.  If you are able to donate plants that 

you don’t need, please call us and arrange to 

drop them off or we will collect. 
 

For now, please reserve the dates, and more 

information will be provided through the 

village email network as and when available. 

Plants include: Sunflowers, Cosmos, 

Geraniums, Fuchsia, Busy Lizzie, Salvia, Sweet Pea, Beans, Tomato, 

Strawberry, Courgette and many others.  Gill, 883667 
 

Victory in Europe Day Commemoration, Friday 8th May: 

Following the recent successes of meetings on Zoom by the Church, Simon 

Brett’s Rhyming Evening and numerous other events, we are planning to 

set up a village Zoom celebration for VE Day.  We are still working on the 

format, and will email round the details once finalised.  Perhaps we could 

put out some Union Jack bunting for the weekend - we won the War and 

we will beat this as well.  Kind Regards, Heather. 

 

Some Wonderful Church Bulletins!  These sentences actually 

appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services: 
 

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

 Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. 

So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

 The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water. The sermon tonight: 

'Searching for Jesus.' 

 Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
 

 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious 

pleasure to the congregation. 
 

Please send your articles for the June Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of May.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome.   

With very many thanks, Bob
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