
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

APRIL 2020 
 

Corona Virus 

Aid Memoir for Assistance.  The Burpham Village Committee and St 

Mary the Virgin Parochial Church Council have set up a support network 

to enable villagers to get and offer help if or when needed.  
 

Shopping and Medicines:  A group of volunteers is shopping for those 

who can’t get out or get a delivery slot. Contact any of the people listed 

below and we’ll put you in touch. Please don’t hesitate to ask – everyone 

wants to pull together at this difficult time.  This service is free. 
 

Additionally, some people are asking Chloe Pearce (at the pub) to do 

shopping for them, on a paid-for basis. Contact Simon Lay at 366439 if 

you want to explore this. 
 

The staff at the George can obtain certain food items from their suppliers. 

Phone: Hollie & Team on 883131 for more information 
 

If you fall ill or need to Self Isolate:  Please contact one of the people 

listed below, and we’ll work out together what support from the village 

might be useful to you.  
 

Neighbourlines: Beat loneliness - would someone in the village appreciate 

a phone call from you?   
 

Stay Up to Date: This is today’s snapshot of where we stand.  To stay 

current, please sign up to the village email at 

. www.burphamandwepham.org.uk/coronavirus
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If you don’t have email we would very much like to let you know of 

anything important that happens over the next month (not trivia – just 

important things). If you’d like this, could you give your phone number to 

someone on the team (details below) if you haven’t already done so. 
 

Anything else? Please don’t hesitate to contact me (Bob) or one of the 

other members of the team if you have a question or suggestion.  
 

Bob Baynes: 883667 email: baynes755@btinternet.com 

Reverend Celia Woodruff: 07807 899119, celia.woodruff1@gmail.com 

Paul Challen: 07831 515985 work 885016,  p_challen@gmail.com 

Trevor and Monica Cooper: 885349, tc@trevorcooper.net or 

moncooper@yahoo.com 
 

From the Vicarage  
 

Dear Friends,   An unknowingly prophetic comment from me in my 

March letter to you all about practising our faith is proving to be a reality 

since then: The old saying ‘a problem shared is a problem halved’ is very 

true as is the principle of ‘our joys shared are indeed joys doubled’! How 

inspiring it is to learn of your offers of help, concern for others and 

willingness - even under duress and difficulty - to comply with the national 

effort to overcome the dreadful global pandemic which is Corvid 19.  
I wrote too of the approach of Spring – but what an irony that just as the 

earth awakens we are in lockdown. We should be breathing in the fresh, 

clean air but instead we are fearful for those whose breath is literally being 

snatched away and anxious that this does not happen to anyone in our own 

community. But we know that Corvid 19 could and has already stolen the 

breath from folks who are known and loved by someone in our own 

communities.  

At this time too, Christians across the world are approaching the principle 

festival of our church year. Easter – a time for celebration and joy – but this 

year we will not be able to express our joy as a community because we 

cannot gather, either in our churches or as family groups getting together to 

enjoy food, drink and one another’s company in community. But whatever 

the circumstances, Easter is the ultimate expression of hope and love for 

Christians - a time when Jesus – who appeared to have been vanquished by 

his death on the cross – had instead, we believe, vanquished evil through 

the power of love. Easter is the proclamation of goodness over evil. Just as 

spring is the herald of life and growth. 
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So however worried we might be, perhaps the words of the poet priest, 

Malcolm Guite might help us to look forwards in hope as we  catch a 

glimpse of the love of God in the actions, words and prayers of those 

around us. 

With each unfolding seed, with every Spring, 

He breathes the rumour of his resurrection, 

As birdsong calls your hidden heart to sing. 

So may this season be his benediction, 

To lift your love, and bid your prayer take wing, 

To thaw your frozen hope, to warm your mind, 

For Spring has come! Can heaven be far behind? 

From After Prayer 2019 Malcolm Guite 
 

I hope and pray that you will all remain safe, in the knowledge that you are 

loved and cared for in this community in which you live.    A very Happy 

Easter to you all!  With love and blessings. 

Celia.                           

Priest in charge; Parishes of Burpham St Mary and Poling St Nicholas 

My contact details are: Reverend Celia Woodruff:                         

celia.woodruff1@gmail.com                    Tel. 07807 899119 
 

Village News, Activities & Fete 2020 
 

Village Committee.  Sadly, we have had to close the Village Hall and our 

Play Park area. All Parish Meetings will be deferred until government 

restrictions are either lifted or sufficiently relaxed.  However, if you have 

an urgent issue that needs to be addressed by the Village Committee, please 

call one of the Trustees: 
 

Paul Challon 885016 

Ed French 884459 

Julie Tester 883053 

Val Belton 883288 
 

Best Regards, Paul Challen 
 

Burpham Stoolball Club. We would like to thank all the villagers who 

were setting aside jumble for the annual Jumble Sale.  As things stand, we 

are cancelling it for this year.  With our best wishes, Julie & Vanessa 
 

Village Fete:  Due to the Coronavirus, it is with great regret that we have 

decided to postpone the Village Fete. It is hoped that once the virus is 

under control (and hopefully disappeared) we can reorganise for later this 

year. 
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However, the Plant Stall is going to happen over the weekend of 30
th

/31
st
 

May operating within government restrictions, see below!    
 

As with all happenings in our lovely village we will keep you informed - 

Thank you, Heather - heatherwbirch@btinternet.com or phone 882839 
 

‘Not the FETE’ Plant Stall! Unfortunately, no one told all my 

seedlings that the village fete had been postponed and they have continued 

to grow and thrive. Our options are to end up looking like the Chelsea 

Flower Show or for the Flower Stall team to set up a stall at Court Leet 

Cottage on the last weekend of May. As always, all takings would go to the 

Village Hall and the Church. There will be a large selection of both hardy, 

colourful bedding annuals and vegetable plants.  We will of course observe 

all government restrictions and use our common sense.  More details next 

month.  Gill Baynes 
 

Pub Charity Night - thank you!  Despite the prevailing economic and 

social gloom a full house turned out at The George on 12
th

 March to 

support five deserving local charities.  Not only was a record £7942 raised, 

but a great night was had by all.  
 

Huge thanks to Sarah for her sponsorship, and everyone for their donations, 

raffle and auction prizes.  Equal thanks go to all those who bought raffle 

tickets by the kilo and bid ferociously in the auction.  Too many to name 

but you know who you are!  

It was an evening that saw the local villages at their generous best, and a 

specific thank you to Hollie and her team and Barkby Group for hosting 

this annual event.  Robert Essex 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your articles for the May Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of April.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome.   

With very many thanks, Bob

 

1
st
 Prize 

FETE 
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