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Friends of Burpham Church:

From the Vicarage, December 2015
Dear Fri ends,
It would be completely inappropriate to start this month’s newsletter
without thanking everyone for the wonderful response to The Samaritan’s
Purse Appeal. ‘Magnificent’ barely does justice to the response. Sincere
thanks to all who generously donated gifts, money and time. No less than
60 boxes were forwarded (probably to Africa) from Burpham and Poling.
The ‘Ladies’ who diligently decorated, and filled the boxes must also be
acknowledged – Thank You, all! There are also thanks due to the
significant number of ‘volunteers’ who turned up for the ‘Church Clean’.
Duly armed with all sorts of cleaning aids of differing size and dimension
and potency – the church, literally, gleamed. Thank you all.
In December we enter the season of Advent as a
precursor to the Christmas festivities. Yule was a
Teutonic festival of drinking, singing, feasting and
recalling ancient legends of Odin and Thor. On
wild nights people would look out to try to spy
Odin on his eight-legged horse, Sleipnir, chasing
across the sky. We know, of course, that it’s really
Father Christmas!
Our festival abounds with stories, of the baby, of fairy lights, and Santa
Claus who duly fills our stockings. The ‘original’ Santa Claus was St
Nicholas – whose feast day is 6th December. In Holland he still arrives
ceremoniously to be presented to the monarch on this day. Dutch settlers
took the custom to America, where he became anglicised into Santa Claus
with Christmas Eve as his day. On the 13th December the festival of St
Lucia abounds with light that shines within the darkness of winter.
Christmas without carols would not seem complete. Originally a carol was
a dance with no religious associations, but increasingly it seems that we all
have a favourite ‘Christmas Carol’. There will be a Carol Service this year
– it would be wonderful to see you at this service or one of the other
Christmas Services – details of which will be posted on the Church notice
boards, and at the end of the Newsletter.
Last year we had a tree in church that we called – Our Tree of Christmas
Past. This was somewhat smaller than the principal tree, which was

generously donated by the Duke and wonderfully decorated by another
group of ladies. For this smaller tree you are invited to write the names, on
card candles the names of loved ones, with whom you shared previous
Christmas celebrations. These need not be just those who have died, but,
perhaps, those from whom you are separated this year for some reason. In
that way we share thoughts with all we love, or have loved, at this time of
Peace, Goodwill, and Fellowship.
Finally, a sincere wish that Peace may prevail.
Every Christmas wish and Blessing from the Vicarage with our thanks for
all the kindness and generosity of spirit that we have been Blessed to
receive this year.
Maurice Slattery

From the Church Wardens. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of you for your help and support over the past year. We wish you
a Peaceful and very Happy Christmas. With our very best wishes,
Mike Mills and William Tyler, Churchwardens

Church Yard Tidy – Saturday 5th December. The birds have stopped
nesting, and nature’s slumbering, so now is the time to sort out our Church
Yard. Actually, it’s not too bad, so the priority this year is sorting out the
ancient headstones which are propped against the wall, trimming the
hedges, de-ivying the church itself, and generally tidying up. If you have a
sack trolley that might be helpful, but rippling muscles will do quite nicely
and do bring rakes, clippers, hedge trimmers etc. Some work might be
required on the new Garden of Remembrance depending on progress, so a
spade and good ideas would be helpful. As usual, refreshments – beer,
mince pies etc will be available. See you there! Mike Mills
Church Christmas Flower Decoration – Friday 18th
December at 1030am. Advent will be over and we will be
able to decorate the church for Christmas, in time for the
Carol Service on the 20th December. Flowers will be
provided, and everyone is invited to come and help to
arrange them. Please bring secateurs, scissors and greenery if
you have any, especially holly. Refreshments will be
provided, and we look forward to seeing you. If you are able
to come, please let Gill know on 883667
VILLAGE EVENTS

Carol Singing around the Village. 17th December. William is
organising the singing around Burpham. The
Burpham singers will depart from Woodgate at
6.15pm, stopping for refreshment half way
around. Julie is organising the Wepham singers
who will start at Bill Tustins at 6.30pm and both
groups will meet up in the pub at about 7.30pm
to sing there.
William Tyler 884337 & Julie Tester 883053.
Children's Christmas Party - Saturday, 19th December 2015
Our popular annual Children's Christmas
Party is getting even closer now Saturday, the 19th December
from 4.00pm in the Village Hall, and
Santa is now asking that you let Heather
know, as soon as possible, if you will be
there for this fun party as Santa has such
a lot of children to visit at this time of
year and he does not want to disappoint
any of them.
As well as Santa's visit, we will be
having a shared tea party (so don't forget
to ask your Mum to bring along
something nice to share) - games and lots of fun (for Mums and Dads as
well). So please let Heather know if you will be coming along on 01903
882839.

Dates for your diaries for 2016
Friends of Burpham Church. The Annual General Meeting will be
held in the Village Hall at 6.30pm on Friday the 8th January 2016. The
meeting will be followed by a first time presented performance by Simon
Brett to which all are invited. Bill Tustin
Village Companions. Monday 11th January at 7.30pm. We will all
miss Liz who was very much the heart and soul of Village Companions.
She always ensured that all who attended, of whatever age, enjoyed the
events and our village life to the full. Liz was clear that she wished the

Companions to continue so a meeting will be held at Court Leet Cottage on
11th January to discuss the way ahead. If you can come, please let Bob &
Gill know on 883667. Phil
Village Fete. It is planned that the Village Fete will go ahead again next
year on the last Bank Holiday Saturday in May.
We are holding the first Fete meeting in the
Village Hall on Monday, 18th January 2016 at
7.30 pm. Please come along if you would like
to be involved, even in a small way - we need as
many helpers as possible. New ideas for events
and stalls are most welcome, so if you are unable to attend the meeting but
are willing to help in any way at all, please let Heather Birch know on
882839.
Drip Action Theatre/Dinner Evening - Saturday, 23rd January
2016. Liz had started plans for another Theatre/Dinner evening in
celebration of Burns Night, and this was being arranged with the Drip
Action Theatre Group again. We have decided to go ahead with this in
memory of Liz, and will post more details in the January newsletter. This
will be a popular event – reserve the date in your diary and book early
when the time comes!
Shuffleboard Evening - Saturday, 13th February 2016. The popular
Shuffleboard evening will take place on Saturday, 13th February 2016 from
7.30 pm in the village hall - and the cost of ticket and details will be in the
January newsletter.
Quiz Evening A Quiz Evening is being arranged for Saturday, 2nd April
2016 in the village hall. Details nearer the date.
The Burpham & Wepham Photo Book. Steve & Jackie would like
to say a very big thank you for all those hardy souls who braved the
weather to attend the Burpham Books afternoon tea. We received some
truly wonderful pictures that will make a big difference to the book. The
afternoon also turned out to be a great occasion for many people to catch up
and reminisce about past times.

For those who couldn't make it there's still time to help. If you have any old
pictures of Burpham and especially Wepham, or pictures of village people
and events then drop by to see us. We are particularly keen to source
photographs of the cricket team including the Centenary team photo of
1980 and any more modern pictures of the cricket team. Also does anyone
have photographs of the Stoolball team?
Please note all photographs will be returned once scanned. Once again
many thanks to all who came Steve & Jackie Penticost 882160

Forthcoming Events
Tue 1 Dec
Sat 5 Dec
Sun 6 Dec
Sun 13 Dec
Sun 17 Dec
Fri 18 Dec
Sat 19 Dec
Sun 20 Dec

7.30pm
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
6.15pm
10.30am
4.00pm
10.30am
6.00pm

Thu 24 Dec
Sun 27 Dec
Fri 8 Jan
Mon 11 Jan
Mon 18 Jan

10.30pm
10.30am
6.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Village Committee Meeting
Church Yard Tidy
Family Service, Coffee & Produce
Family Service
Carols Round the Village
Decorate Church
Children’s Christmas Party
Family Service
Christmas Carol Service followed by
Mince Pies & Mulled Wine
Christmas Evening Communion
Family Service
FBC AGM & Simon Brett
Village Companions
Fete Planning Meeting

Village Hall
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
Village Hall
St Mary’s
Village Hall
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
Village Hall
Court Leet
Village Hall

Liz White
It was with enormous sadness that we all
learned that Liz passed away during the
early hours of Monday morning on the
9th November. After recovering from
an earlier battle with leukaemia, it
returned again this year. Liz
characteristically confronted the
illness head on, bravely undergoing
surgery, but complications set in from
which she was unable to recover.
Liz, with Phil, was very much at the heart of
Village life, organising trips and events for the
Village Companions and they were both stalwart supporters of the
Village Entertainments Committee programme. Their annual Raffle
at the Village Fete was a huge fund raiser, and her charming way of
motivating donators ensured that the prize list was always bulging
with things people wanted to win, and full of interest.
Liz had a lovely lively personality, an infectious sense of humour and
was blessed with the ability to organise events in a way that everyone
was keen to support her. Her light touch hid a thoroughness and
painstaking attention to detail that made all she did such a success.
Over and above Village entertainments, she found the time to be an
enthusiastic chorister in Sounds Sacred, later to become River Song, a
volunteer supporter of St Richards Hospital in Chichester and she
loved her walking and skiing holidays with Phil.
The Village has lost a wonderful and gentle character who selflessly
contributed so much to the wellbeing of our community. Liz will be
greatly missed, and we extend our deepest sympathy to Phil; her
husband, best friend and number 1 supporter.

We wish everyone
a very happy
Christmas
and a peaceful and
prosperous New
year

Please send your articles for the January Newsletter to
Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to
baynes755@btinternet.com
by the last week of December 2015. All your articles of interest to the Village are
welcome. With very many thanks, Bob Baynes

