Articles about Burpham
These pages contain a number of articles about Burpham, collected by our previous
webmaster, Marion Turner.
Of course, many other articles have been written about aspects of Burpham – this collection
is just a starting point.
1. Burpham – village on a road to nowhere
2. Burpham
3. Burpham’s steadfast vicar
4. Burpham (from Sussex County Magazine)
5. Follow the Herd
6. Madame Goble walks
7. The early history of Burpham
8. Shuttles pond, Burpham

Burpham – “Village on a road to nowhere”
This is an article that was published by South Eastern Newspapers Ltd. In October 1977. It is
currently not known which newspaper it was featured in.

This article is from an unknown paper. I think it was published ca 1989 (there is a reference in an article on the reverse to a
racing driver, “... Justin Bell, 21”. Googling him I found he was born in 1968. Do the maths! This is also difficult to follow –
you need to toggle between page 1 and 2 for the first 4 columns, then back to page 1 briefly, pae 3 and finally page 4.

EXTRACT FROM ARTICLE BY VALERIE STEVENSON SAMS PUBLISHED IN “THE SUSSEX COUNTY
MAGAZINE” DATED AUGUST 1949
Fortunately much of the fort at Burpham remains. A striking example of an earthwork, its
importance is assessed in the fact that it is mentioned in the Burghal Hidage together with Hastings
and Lewes as a fortress in the tenth century. It is of Saxon or Danish origin – archaeologists are not
quite agreed as to which. The original entrance to it is opposite the path leading from the south
porch of the church and by the side of the village inn. Today, however, part of the area is under
agriculture, while another portion has been made into a recreation ground for the village. A tidal
mill used to be situated on the Boundary Brook east of the earthwork, but although the mill has long
since disappeared, the field above its site through which the Boundary Brook flows is known as the
“pens”, and those below as the “shuttles”.
(Church) In the chancel on the right as you enter, is a “low-side window” which dates from about AD
1330, and which has earned the name of “the leper’s window” by the villagers. According to local
tradition there was a colony of lepers at Coombe Lodge, two miles east of Burpham. The “Leper’s
Way” is still clearly defined across Perry Hill, the path in all probability being used by them for their
journeys to and from their hospital at Arundel; access to which being likely by a track by way of
Offham Brooks and a ford across the original course of the Arun opposite Burpham forge. From here
the track used to continue northward through a field to the four cross-roads at the east end of the
village’ thus passing behind the vicarage and into the churchyard to a point below the “low-side
window”. Moreover, it seems quite probable that the lepers may have used the one available
opening to gaze through at the interior of the church they were forbidden to enter. We do know
there was a chapel at Arundel in 1189, dedicated to St. James ad Lepross, together with the hospital.
The site probably being marked by the fields which were known as the Upper and Lower Hermitage,
before they were incorporated in Arundel park in the early years of the last century.

Follow the Herd
This is an article that appeared in Sussex Life in February 2003.

The Early History of Burpham
The history of Burpham stretches back a long way. Almost certainly the area was settled in Neolithic
and Iron Age times and remains have been found to this effect. When the Romans came here in AD
43, the area was occupied by a Belgic tribe, the Atrabates. After the Romans left in AD 410 the area
was filled by a group known as South Saxons (from which the name Sussex is derived) These people
had arrived in England during the 6th Century and they in turn were subsumed by neighbouring
West Saxons who under Alfred became the dominant people of the South.
The first real acknowledgment of the village came around the 8 th Century when the then King of
Wessex, Alfred the Great, commissioned a series of fortified villages on the perimeter of his Kingdom
and approximately 33 of these Forts or Burhs came into existence. Our name is a construction
between two Saxon words, Burh (Fort) and Ham (village) hence Burpham. Our knowledge of this
action comes from the Anglo Saxon, Hidage Burghal, which indicates where these forts were
and what taxes were required to maintain them.

The Fort became central to the defence of Wessex and its remains can still be seen today as huge
earthworks, these are particularly noticeable by looking at the height of the gardens on the hill
towards the Pub and skirting the cricket pitch, it’s possible that the Cricket pitch sits on top of the
old Fort. The entrance to the Village green is generally regarded as the entrance to the Fort. Descent
to the River Arun can be done by walking down Jacobs Ladder (just past the existing children’s play
area) which in effect is the side of the Fort. The River Arun was also central to the defensive position
being very tidal and having a large, un-drained, flood plan.

The Fort itself would have been a simple but robust stockade built on top of earth mounds. The
object was to ensure that everyone within the kingdom was within 20 miles of a fort. Once inside
they could defend themselves from rampaging enemies and wait for help. The main threat during
this period were the Vikings.
The Forts were very successful and protected the area or at least gave the locals enough time to get
help from Saxon forces. As a point of interest a major battle took place at nearby Kingley Vale in AD
859 where Saxon forces defeated a Viking force and in celebration Yew trees were planted. Whether
true of not Kingley vale is the largest Yew forest in Europe.

1066 and all that
In 1066 Duke William of Normandy defeated the English at Hastings and one of the first measures
was to order a castle to be built in the newly founded town of Arundel. This was started and
completed by Roger de Montgomery in 1067, who became the first Earl of Arundel. This made the
fort at Burpham redundant and the village slowly slipped back into obscurity and little is known of
this early period other than the lands surrounding Arundel were subject to the Earl of Arundel or his
tenants
In 1138 for the Norman Baron Sir William d’Aubigny became the New Earl and by 1243 the Castle
and Title was in the hands of John FitzAlan.and this family kept the title for the next 300 years..

In 1556 when the 19th Earl died with no male issue and his sister, Mary FitzAlan became heiress. She
was married to Thomas Howard, 4th Duke of Norfolk, and their son, Phillip Howard, became the 20th
Earl of Arundel. From around this period the Howards took the name FitzAlan Howard which
remains today. The current Duke is the 18th Duke of Norfolk and also the 36th Earl of Arundel,
making this title the oldest title in England.

The Church in Burpham
It is almost certain that a Saxon Church stood on this site prior to the Norman Church we see today.
Indeed recent research by Exeter University indicates that a religious building may have been
created even earlier than the Fort, It appears that King Oswald of the South Saxons buys land
at Piperinges from his follower Erra and grants it to a woman named Tidburh in order to establish a
Christian religious community . Piperinges is interesting in that it survives to the modern day as
Peppering Farm, located on the outskirts of Burpham.
Over the following centuries modifications are made and the Church falls in and out of repair. By the
19th Century extensive repairs were needed and we can thank the newly installed Vicar, Robert
Foster, for starting the repair and involving the leading religious architect of his day, Sir Thomas
Graham Jackson.
The Church is noted for its leper’s Window, a feature that allowed Patients from Arundel’s Leper
hospital to hear a religious service without troubling the locals inside!
Probably the most famous Vicar of Burpham was The Reverend Edward Tickner Edwardes. Although
not from the area, he had arrived in Burpham some years earlier to be a writer. During the great war
he joined up (aged 50!) and served as a private in Gallipolli finishing the war as a Captain. In 1922 he

was ordained and in 1927 he became Vicar of Burpham. He took up residence in the Vicarage (Now
the Burpham Country House Hotel), and stayed as vicar until 1935. He was noted as an expert on
Bee Keeping, wrote the first book about Hitchhiking and one of his novels, Tansy, was turned into a
Movie in 1920. It opened in 1600 cinemas across the UK and featured Alma Taylor, a big Silent movie
star in her day. A copy of this film is still available from the Cecil Hepworth Trust.

The Village
There are very few houses left that date before the 18 th century. The Village pub, The George and
Dragon, dates back to the 17th Century and must have been a very remote pub in its day. Its most
famous owners were the West’s who owned and ran it for nearly 300 years. Noted for their size and
strength, the West’s did not make all their living from it but worked on the land hauling flint. The
West’s had a profitable time during the middle of the 19 thCentury when some of the West’s worked
on digging out soil and ballast for the new railway line. After a hard days graft the construction crew
would walk up the Jacobs Ladder for a well earned beer. The excavated area is now known as the
Burpham Loop and is adjacent to the River Arun. The Pub also served a large seasonal trade during
harvest time.
The last West died in 1940 and the pub was sold to the local brewery.

The Hotel
Originally built as a Hunting Lodge around 1720 by the then Duke of Norfolk it was used for many
purposes including its lease to Squire Goble who used it as his hunting lodge. In 1845 the house was
sold to the diocese to become the new vicarage for Mr Foster in 1845. Some say the sale was due to
the mysterious disappearance of the Squires French Governess whose body was never found. And
whose spirit is said to walk the corridors, but in reality his presence as a noisy rude man who upset
the locals with his midnight hunting shenanigans probably was the real reason he left.
Its use as a vicarage terminated in 1934 when it was sold to Major Hay Wills and it became a hotel in
1936. During the second World War it was used by pilots from tangmere including the rather
infamous Captain Peter Townsend .

Mr Roadnights Shop
Today like so many villages the local shop has gone. But during the early part of the 20th Century and
up until the 1980’s the village was served by Mr Roadnights Shop. It is said that his Christmas
displays were so wonderful that people came from miles around just to gaze at the shop window.
The Shop is now a private house , .

And finally, this article appeared in the Sussex County magazine of December 1954!

