
 

 
 

 

 

From the Vicarage – March 2021 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

as we begin March, we must all have breathed a sigh of relief that we now 

have a ‘road map’ out of the pandemic which has been so destructive and 

disruptive to all our lives, for some much more than others.  While it might 

seem a long way away yet, and with many conditions along the way, it is 

nevertheless the good news we have all been longing for. For the 

expectations to materialise we must all be patient and continue to observe 

the current rules and regulations, no matter how tired or jaded we are 

feeling. That will require self-discipline and self-sacrifice.  
 

It is these two behaviours which Christians particularly try to focus on 

during the season of Lent. It is a time for us to reflect on how we live our 

lives and how we could make the lives of all much better too. Lent leads us 

to the greatest celebration of all in the Christian calendar. Easter Day when 

we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ – a mystery we cannot fathom 

but a time for us to rejoice that love will always overcome evil – even if the 

waiting is long and arduous.  Some might say that we have been through an 

extended period of Lent throughout the whole of the past year. So, on this 

last lap of a very long journey, my prayers are that we have enough 

strength, both physically and mentally to get to that point when we can all 

celebrate again together – and hope that we have learned to be better people 

because of the experiences we have encountered in this past year.  
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I pray that you continue to remain safe and well as we look forward to 

happier times again.  With my love and blessings. 

 

Celia 
 

Priest in Charge, St Mary the Virgin, Burpham & St Nicholas, Poling 
Contact details:   Celia.woodruff1@gmail.com   Mobile: 07807 899119 
 

PS: Our second “View from the Pew” is published in this issue. I hope it 

will give you food for thought! The idea behind this new addition to the 

newsletter is to encourage reflection from any member of our community 

about church. If you would like to contribute, do let me know – incidentally 

you don’t have to be a churchgoer – your views are just as valid for us if 

you have an interest in our church or church matters.  The conditions are 

that the article will be published anonymously- but the author must identify 

him or herself to both the editor of the newsletter and to me - your name 

will remain confidential unless you specifically ask for it to be published. 

We also reserve the right to edit or deny publication!  If it prompts 

conversation about the meaning and importance we attach to faith and 

belief - in my case Christian faith and belief - all the better!  
 

Views from the Pews.  “Why do I go to church?  I’m not sure I 

believe in God, but neither do I reject the possibility that there is one – or 

maybe more.  The most widely voiced criticism I hear of the church 

involves members of the clergy who have been guilty of abuse, particularly 

towards children.  These are the failings of a relatively few individuals who 

rightly should be removed and brought to justice.  These are all due to 

human failings, not God’s; and the church’s leadership must demonstrate 

that it will spare no effort to prevent any future recurrence. 
 

However, the messages from Christ and His example to us cannot be 

faulted, and as guidance for our behaviour, are without parallel.  I believe 

that the Christian church’s endorsed views on morality are generally the 

best guidance that we have to live our lives by.  Also, the majority of us 

want some or all of traditional church rituals in our lives, for example 

baptism, marriage and funerals.  However, to survive, the church needs our 

support between these major events, so that’s one good reason why I go to 

church.  And it’s no bad thing to attend church on Sundays to be reminded 
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of our own failings and reflect on how we might improve our own 

behaviour.” Anon 
 

Church Spring Clean: Saturday 27
th

 March at 10.30pm.  The church 

interior has become rather tired during the long weeks of lockdown, so if 

you’re not an outdoors person (and it might be raining!) please come along 

with dusters and polish etc to get the church ready for Easter. 
 

Our Churchyard is more attractive than it has been, certainly over the last 

10 years, thanks to Frank and his dad and also to Peter who has planted so 

much for us.  There is still some work needed to clear the path, so if you 

come along and with stiff brooms, shovels/spades etc that would be good.   
 

Easter Church Decoration: Saturday 3
rd

 

April at 10.30am.  We will be decorating the 

church for Easter.  Please join us if you can; 

bring  yourself, greenery & secateurs.  

Refreshments to keep up blood sugar levels 

will be provided! Gill 
 

 

News from the Village Committee: 
 

Village AGM.  Given the Government announcement on the Coronavirus 

Roadmap, the Village AGM will now be held at 10.30am on Saturday 3
rd

 

July in the Village Hall, rather than 10
th

 April as previously 

announced.  Details will follow. Everyone in the village is warmly invited, 

and I hope that a good number of you will be able to attend - not least, it 

will be good to get together after a difficult year. Paul Challen, for 

Burpham Village Committee and Burpham Parish Meeting 
 

Village Map.  With this newsletter you should receive a printed map of the 

village, showing all house names. Thanks to the Village Committee for 

bearing the cost of printing these. There are extra copies (unfolded) in the 

Church - please feel free to take any you can make use of. Later it will be 

available for download on the village website - we'll let you know when it's 

there (we are currently revamping the site). Despite all reasonable efforts, 

as m' learned friends say, I expect there are mistakes - do let me know and 

I'll put them right on the online version.  
Trevor 885349 or tc@trevorcooper.net 
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Village Car Park.  As you may have noticed, the Village Committee has 

arranged for the edges of the car park to be cleared to create more space, 

and is now investigating the possibility of marking out the places for each 

vehicle to park, to make the best use of space. It may also be possible to 

expand the car park slightly by surfacing the area near the end of the hall. 
 

CCTV Update.  Just a reminder that the new static camera is situated at 

the entrance to Wepham,  If you have an incident whereby the camera may 

be of some help, please contact me with the date and as accurate a time as 

possible. Glen Tomkins 01903 419907 or 07738 713917 
 

Village Hall Decoration.  On Wednesday 3
rd

 March work will begin 

redecorating the exterior of the Hall. Depending on weather, this will take 

about two weeks. 
 

Village WhatsApp Groups.  There are two village WhatsApp groups. One 

is light-hearted, the other for sharing immediate information about Covid 

and other significant matters. Additionally the George runs a WhatsApp 

group. Please contact Bob if you would like to join any of these groups, and he 

will put you in touch with the right person.  
 

Sussex Archaeological Society.  During the pandemic I have greatly 

enjoyed the fortnightly online lectures arranged by the Sussex 

Archaeological Society for its members. If you enjoy local history and 

archaeology, perhaps you'd find the same, especially as it is often the latest 

research which is being reported.  A quick google will tell you all you need 

to know about membership, or feel free to contact me for more 

information. Trevor 885349 or tc@trevorcooper.net 
 

Welcome to the Village!  Miles & Vera Flint are moving in to Orchard 

Cottage.  We wish you well, and hope that you will enjoy our village life 

when things return to normal! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your articles for the April Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of March.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome. 

With very many thanks, Bob 
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