
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 2020 
From the Vicarage  

 

Dear Friends,  
 

Last month in my pastoral letter I wrote about the harvest of goodness 

which can come out of the current global crisis caused by the Covid 19 

pandemic. Now, as we move into autumn, we are facing yet more 

challenges as schools and colleges have re-opened and the spread of the 

virus increases yet again. There is a mood of despair and uncertainty in our 

nation. 
 

So my thoughts this month go to those who are fearful of what is 

happening now and what might happen in the future. And while the 

scientists, politicians and economists struggle to find ways through these 

problems, I ask myself what I personally am able to do to contribute to help 

those who live in fear. My simple answer is that instead of worrying about 

what I CANNOT do, I will focus on what I CAN do. One such example of 

this is the media hype about Christmas being cancelled. In these parishes I 

will be doing all I CAN to ensure you all feel a sense of preparation during 

Advent and a sense of rejoicing when Christmas comes. Let’s not allow 

ourselves to be dragged down by ‘CANNOTS’, and instead get stuck in to 

what we CAN do to support one another with enthusiasm, courage and 

faith. For me that faith is supported by the evidence of a loving God, when 

I witness the day to day acts kindness done by so many, churchgoers or not, 

in this community and beyond.  
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 So, in Burpham and Wepham (and Warningcamp too!) Christmas WILL 

happen in 2020! It might be a little different, and what I CANNOT do I 

will not worry about, but with your help and support, what I CAN do I 

will! 
 

With love and blessings. 

Celia. 
 

Priest in charge; Parishes of Burpham St Mary and Poling St Nicholas 

My contact details are: Reverend Celia Woodruff:   

Tel. 07807 899119    celia.woodruff1@gmail.com 
    

Thank You to all who contributed to our Emergency Covid 19 

Harvest Festival: Wonderful Flowers and Fruits from the gardens -

Magnificent Raffle Hamper - The harmonised Piano and Voices -   and 

Celia’s Service and inspired idea of inviting Sally Field to present  her 

stimulating talk on what we tend to take for granted.  A Harvest Festival 

like no other!  Well done everyone, including all those who made our 

contribution to the R.A.B. I. Funds so successful! 

Clive Newman (Church Warden) 
 

Village Committee:   

 The next Village Committee Meeting will be in the Village Hall at 7.30 

pm on Tuesday 13 October.   The Village Hall is a Covid-secure 

environment and the meeting will follow Government guidelines for 

social distancing. 

 Thanks to Paul Challen, the highway inspector has said the 11 potholes 

identified from the A27 along Burpham Road are due to be fixed on or 

before 19
th

 October. 

 The section by Splash Farm will be repaired on or before 19
th

 October 

but some defects will be subject to a full road closure which may delay 

things.  

 

The Burpham & Wepham Flag Evening – Monday 7
th

 September:  

The sun decided to hide for the evening of the 7
th

 September but for those 

of us who gathered to have a socially distanced chat at the Recreation 

Ground it really didn’t matter. After months made cheerless by the worry 

of Covid it was a delight to be together again. There was a flag for each 

household fluttering in the breeze, about 65 for Burpham and 43 for 

Wepham and by the end of the evening 46 had been taken home. Quite a 
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lot more have been collected but if anyone else would like one please do 

get in touch; either call in 

at Wepham House or give 

me a call on 883014 so 

that I can drop one off to 

you. Thank you to 

everyone who has been so 

supportive of this idea from 

providing designs and ideas 

in the beginning to taking a 

flag home.  
 

If you have an idea for a 

day when the village might like to put out a flag in the future please 

mention it in the Newsletter so we can all support it. 

Remembrance Day on Wednesday 11th November might be a day many of 

us would support. Keep an eye out in the next newsletter. 

With thanks and best wishes, Ticky 
 

Village Companions: Putting Competition, 10
th

 September:  Well, we 

did it!  Thanks to Debbie, 13 of us 

gathered in Arundel for an evening of 

socially-distanced putting.  The weather 

was kind and we had a great evening 

demonstrating our prowess (or for some 

of us, lack of it), and I’m pleased to 

report that the best person won – Debbie!  

Congratulations also go to Michael, who, 

after having coached his group tirelessly 

throughout the evening, showed us how 

to get a hole in one.  Sadly, after the 

prize-giving we couldn’t follow on with our usual Grand Supper because of 

current restrictions, although smaller groups did manage to eat at various 

hostelries in the area. Thank you Debbie! 
 

Friends of Burpham Church (FBC) - BN18 Gin Newsflash:  

Harley House, an award winning Sussex distillery specialising in small 

batch artisan gin, has created a limited edition run of 250 numbered bottles. 

The new gin, called BN18 will raise funds for FBC.  All profits donated to 

the FBC are used to help maintain our church. 



BN18 will be available from mid to late October and can be bought at the 

George Pub, from Juniper Cafe in Tarrant Street, and also the Harley 

House online store harleyhousedistillery.co.uk/store  Price 70 cl £35.  If 

anyone wishes to purchase particular numbered bottles of the run please 

contact Katie on 07930 410454 for details. 
 

Food for thought?  A Smoke House Supper Club Experience: 

Nathan and his family have generously supported our village for several 

years, providing marquees for the fete absolutely free of charge.  His main 

business is setting up wedding venues including the food and drink.  

Coronavirus has effectively stopped his core business, so he’s built on the 

food part of it, and now delivers meals direct to your door.  It is worth 

looking at his website; the food is a sumptuous medley of meats smoked 

for several hours and accompanied by salads etc all sourced locally.  See 

his enclosed flyer and please support him if you can!  One good turn 

deserves another? 

 

Forthcoming Events 
(Subject to Government rules) 

 

Sun 4 Oct 10.00am Family Service & Produce Sale St Mary’s 
Sun 11 Oct 4.00pm Evensong St Mary’s 
Tue 13 Oct 7.30pm Village Committee Meeting Village Hall 
Sun 18 Oct 10.00am Family Service St Mary’s 
Sun 25 Oct 4.00pm 

5.00pm 
Evensong 
PCC & APCM Meetings 

St Mary’s 

Sun 1 Nov 10.00am Family Service & Produce St Mary’s 
Sat 7 Nov 11.30am FBC AGM Village Hall 
 

Do you have Holiday Accommodation to let?  The Village website 

currently has a page under construction entitled “Where to Stay”.  If you 

offer accommodation and would like it included, please let me know and 

let me have the necessary web link and I will include it!  (Still have the ‘L’ 

plates when it comes to page construction but I am getting there with a 

little help from those who know more!)   

Please reply to: Sandra  sandra.tomkins@sky.com 
 

Please send your articles for the November Newsletter to the Editor 

Bob Baynes at Court Leet Cottage, or preferably by e mail to baynes755@btinternet.com 

by the last week of October.  All your articles of interest to the Village are welcome.   

With very many thanks, Bob
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